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We all agree there is not enough open space in Somerville



…and we want high quality open space



Open Space Creation Task Force

◼ Amber Christoffersen, Mystic River 
Watershed Association

◼ Michael Fager, Conservation Commission
◼ Kat Rutkin, Groundwork Somerville
◼ Renée Scott, Green & Open Somerville

Facilitator: Kristen Stelljes

◼ Dan Bartman, Zoning Planner
◼ Ed Bean, City Auditor
◼ Luisa Oliveira, Senior Planner for Landscape 

Design
◼ Sue Thomas, Planner, Economic 

Development

Purpose: Develop a strategic plan for the creation of new open space 
in Somerville



Ensuring Good Urban Design: 
4 Principals

◼ Walkable Structure

◼ Modest Block Lengths

◼ Safe Streets & Sidewalks

◼ Spatial Enclosure

◼ Width to Height Ratio

◼ Streetwall Continuity

◼ Density & Intensity

◼ People

◼ Floors & Floor Space

◼ Variety & Activity

◼ Variety of: Buildings, Spaces, Uses, Dwellings

◼ Interesting Facades



#1 Walkable Structure



#1 Walkable Structure



#2 Spatial Enclosure

Research suggests people prefer defined spaces that are not too wide-open or too highly enclosed



180 ft
(15-17 stories)

10 ft
(1 story)





#3 Density & Intensity



#4 Variety & Activity







What makes good open space?

◼ Provides equitable access to open space

◼ Increases sociability

◼ Increases opportunities for exercise

◼ Provides for wildlife corridors and patches

◼ Ecoservice benefits are greater

A network!



City as Backyard

Network of varied, 

multiuse and accessible 

open spaces that 

accommodate a variety of 

users and goals that are 

easy to get to 

Somerville 10 minute open space walkshed (.5 mile)



What makes good open space?

◼ Meet the needs of the demographics

◼ Variety of uses

◼ Quality of materials 

◼ Multi-use

◼ Maintainability

◼ Opportunities for sociability

◼ Opportunities for exercise

◼ Wildlife corridors and patches

◼ Ecoservice benefits



How to make 80,000 people 
(and their dogs) happy

◼ Playground

◼ Community Garden

◼ Athletic Field

◼ Passive

◼ Dog Park

◼ Landmark

◼ Schoolyard

◼ Urban Farm

◼ Café Space

◼ Performance Space

Landscape Use Types



Performance Landscapes: Ecosystem Services/Benefits

Food Production

Regulate Natural Phenomena

Cultural services

Support existing natural processes



How do we measure the quality 
of our open spaces?



Open Space as % of Land Area

Data source: Trust for Public Land 2017 City Park Facts, Boston OSRP 2015 -2021, Cambridge Open Space Plan 2009-2016
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Open Space Per Capita

Data source: Trust for Public Land 2017 City Park Facts, Boston OSRP 2015 -2021, Cambridge Open Space Plan 2009-2016



Recommendations for Open Space Per Capita 
have changed over time

6 acres per 1,000 residents

10 acres per 1,000 residents



Somerville has 1,945 acres

6 acres per 1,000 residents =
480 acres (25%)

10 acres per 1,000 residents = 
800 acres (41%)

SomerVision = 3.3 acres per 1,000 residents 
265.84 acres (13.7%)



In the 1990’s the NRPA, dropped the 10 acres per 1,000 residents 
metric because small, built-out communities had no hope of ever 
meeting the standard.

The TPL stopped recommending 6 acres per 1,000 residents 
and created a weighted scoring system to evaluate city park 
systems that uses replacement metrics:

• Median Park Size
• % of Land Area
• Spending per Resident
• Park amenities per capita
• Access (% of population within 10-min walk)



Access to Open Space

10 minute walk (1/2 mile) standard used by:
◼ Trust for Public Land

◼ National Recreation and Park Association

◼ Urban Land Institute



Somerville’s 10 Minute Walkshed: Overall



Somerville’s 10 Minute Walkshed: Playgrounds



Somerville’s Access for Environmental Justice Communities



Somerville’s Access to Amenities Compared to 100 Most 
Populous Cities in the US



Need: Community Gardens & Athletic Fields

Community Gardens:
~160 people on the waitlist

Athletic Fields:
3,000 requested hours not permitted



Somerville’s 10 Minute Walkshed: Athletic Fields



Current Plans to Expand Field Capacity

Anticipated New Athletic 
Field Capacity

Year Open Size Added Peak Hours

Dilboy Auxiliary 
(adding lights)

2021 or 2022 U14/Large 546

Somerville High School 2021 U12/Medium 
(non-regulation)

1,638

Healey School 2022 U12/Medium 1,638

Charlestown St. TBD TBD size and number 1,638+

Total new peal hours: 5,460



Somerville’s 10 Minute Walkshed: Community Gardens



Community Garden Data

Waitlist by Garden

Allen 8

Chuckie-Harris 15

Durell 25

Lincoln 26

Morse-Kelly 16

Osgood 24

Tufts 29

Walnut 13

122 unique individuals on waitlist with 8/12 gardens reporting



Physical Condition



Activity

20% more people in the plaza after the movable chairs were deployed.

40% increase in sitting after the chairs were deployed.



Quality



New Acres of Open Space

125 = SomerVision goal for publically accessible 
new acres



Progress toward SomerVision Goal: Created + In Progress
Open Space Acres Created Since 2010: Public + POPS

Public

Zero New 
Washington Quincy St. Baxter Chuckie Harris North St. 

Veterans Symphony
Path

(Cedar/
Lowell)

Total

Acres 0.64 0.12 5.45 0.41 0.09 0.21 2.35 9.27

POPS
Block 2A Plaza Maxwell’s 

Green 50 Middlesex Partners Milbrook Park

Acres 0.33 0.46 0.29 4.60 0.08 5.76

In 
Progress

ArtFarm 5 Palmer 35 Richardson Community 
Path Extension 4.87

Acres
2.1 0.04 .13 2.6

Total 19.9



Progress toward SomerVision Goal: Planned

Public Space in Planning: Identified by Neighborhood Plans (acres)

Developer City Share Total

Gilman Square 0 0.25 0.25

Winter Hill 0.85 0.25 1.10

Union Square 2.00 7.55 9.55

Davis Square 0 0.50 0.50

Somerville Junction II 0.85 0 0.85

Total 3.7 8.55 12.25



Progress toward SomerVision Goal: Summary

Acres Remaining 
to 125

Created 15.03 109.97

In Progress 4.87 105.1

Planned 12.25 92.85

Transformative Areas 
(OS Task Force recommendation) 61 31.85



Estimated Cost to Create Open Space
Minimum City Contribution (8.55 acres)

$53 million 
(40% or .40 times cost of City contribution to High School project)

Maximum City Contribution (105.1 acres)
$652 million 

(490% or 4.9 times the cost of the City contribution to High School project)



Options for Creating Open Space

◼Buy & build 

◼Repurpose existing land

◼Asphalt reclamation

◼Asking developers to create Privately Owned Public Space (POPS)

◼ (Future) Land Trust and/or Community Foundation purchases or 

receives as donations



Options for Funding Open Space
1. Developers create open space

1. Creating POPS

2. Open space linkage payment (home rule petition)

2. City purchases:

a. Bond with debt service being paid by General Fund

b. With funds appropriated to a land acquisition fund

c. With funds appropriated to a conservation fund managed by the Conservation Commission

d. With Community Preservation Act Funds

3. Community partner purchases:

a. Conservation Land Trust 

b. Community Foundation



Case Study: Northampton

Open Space Acquisition & Management

Community 
Foundation of 
Western Mass.

Conservation 
Commission

Kestrel Land Trust

Mass Audubon
Community 
Preservation 
Committee

Friends of 
Northampton 

Parks & Rec



Thank you for attending!
This presentation will be posted on www.somervision2040.com
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